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CORN REFINERS HONOR OUTSTANDING RESEARCHERS

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Corn Refiners Association (CRA) today announced that Li Li of Iowa State University and Huijun Liu of Pennsylvania State University are the 2006 winners of the CRA/AACC International Outstanding Poster Awards.
The awards provide recognition to outstanding researchers for their efforts to advance scientific principles in the corn wet milling process. The winners were selected during the AACC annual meeting in San Francisco, California, September 17-20, 2006.  More than 382 papers and posters were presented at the meeting, with about 35 focusing specifically on the corn refining process or its end products.

"CRA is pleased to honor these imaginative and innovative scientists," said CRA Senior Director of Regulatory and Technical Affairs, Jennifer Snyder. "We are proud to continue a history of strong support of engineering and science aimed at improving the products and processing technologies of the corn wet milling industry.”
Li’s poster, “Characterization of starches from seven maize amylose-extender mutants,” analyzed the resistant starch content of three new lines and four inbred lines.  The starches of the new lines were resistant to enzyme hydrolysis and resulted in higher resistant starch content.
Liu' poster, “Generation of thermally stable resistant starch from dispersed maize starches,” describes a novel strategy for generating thermally stable resistant starch from either high amylose starch or common corn starch.  Comparable resistant starch levels (42% for common corn starch and 40% for high amylose corn starch) were attained using this new method.  Additionally, resistant starches created in this study showed complete stability when subjected to boiling treatments.
Both of these posters describe important experimental approaches and results as these researchers seek to convert starch from a perceived dietary liability into a healthy dietary asset.
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